
 

 

In 2016 we began to 
renovate our sanctuary as 

the forty-fifth anniversary of 
our founding approached. 

The objective was to renew 
and refresh the room and its 
furnishings while preserving 

its best features. 
 

The sanctuary was designed 
to help us focus on 

worshiping God—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit—and 

loving our neighbors. 
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The large chandelier and 
skylight draw our eyes upward 
and remind us of the only true 
object of worship, Almighty 
God. The skylight, centered 
over the congregation, also 
helps to illustrate the Holy 
Spirit’s indwelling relationship 
with each one of us, inspiring 
and enlightening our hearts 
during worship. 



 

The pulpit and table provide a 
focus for the central acts of 
worship: study of God’s word 
and holy communion. They were 
custom made by a local 
carpenter to complement the 
design of the sanctuary and 
were given in memory of church 
member Richard Newberg. 
 
The absence of an elevated 
platform for the pulpit 
encourages interaction and 
engagement between the 
ministers and people, creating a 
sense of the unity we enjoy as 
God’s redeemed people. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

New windows provide a clear 
view of the beauty of God’s 
creation and remind us that we 
are called to spread God’s love 
outward to our neighbors. 
People who pass by on foot 
and by bicycle and car are able 
to see inside the building and 
are invited to join us. 



 
Our sanctuary cross was 
refurbished and updated by 
Timothy Strunk with two pieces 
of wood gathered on separate 
trips to Covenant Mountain 
Mission Bible Camp in Jonesville, 
Virginia. 
 
Community Covenant’s founding 
pastor, Bruce Lake, preached at 
the camp in 1972, the 
congregation’s first year. We 
continue to nurture a relationship 
with the camp today, reminding 
us of our call to spread the 
message of the cross beyond our 
sanctuary walls. 
 
The inner cross is fractured and 
not stained to remind us that, 
though perfect, Christ’s body was 
broken for us. The back cross is 
stained red with wine to remind 
us of the blood that Christ shed. 



 
 

The marks, dirt, and chips 
remain in the wood to help us 
remember that he was beaten 
for our transgressions yet we 
are covered and washed by the 
blood of the Lamb. 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
The congregation commissioned 
the stained-glass window in 
memory of Roy Bodett and Zelma 
Cox, two members of the church 
who died in 1983. Erika and Lloyd 
Gimple created this piece, which 
was dedicated in 1985. 
 
The Covenant logo represents 
“people reaching out to people” 
and is executed in red antique 
glass joined by a central circle, 
with the wooden cross as its 
center. The position of the cross 
signifies the centrality of Christ 
and the cross in the Covenant. 
 
Radiating from this center are 
twelve rays of light, transforming 
everything they touch. In John 
8:12 (NIV), Jesus said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light 
of life.” As the power of his life 
touches us, we are transformed. 



 

In 2013 the congregation chose a 
story to guide and inspire our life 
together. That story—Jesus’ 
illustration of the vine and the 
branches in John 15—encourages 
us both to remain in Christ, as a 
living branch remains on its vine, 
and to love one another, as Christ 
loves us. A small vineyard was 
planted in the churchyard to serve 
as a visual reminder of the story 
and of the command to bear the 
fruit of Jesus Christ’s love in our 
lives. 



 We are grateful to everyone who 
contributed toward the renovation, 
whether through prayer, funding, or 
assistance. A special note of appreciation 
is due to the following members of the 
congregation who provided ideas and 
guidance during the renovation project. 
 

DESIGN TEAM 
Amy Ackerberg-Hastings 
Pastor Devyn Chambers Johnson 
Becky Ericson 
David Petersen 
 

BUILDING ASSESSMENT TEAM 
Pastor Ryan Chambers Johnson 
Jim Gabel 
Nelson Hastings 
Laurie Hopkins 
Ben Packard 
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