
Candidate Biblical Stories 

 
Consider the following questions when contemplating these stories: 

1) What Biblical story best describes CCC current reality?  

2) What Biblical story best describes the current challenges before CCC? 

3) What story would be familiar and/or be easily communicated to people with 

limited Biblical knowledge? 

 
 

 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand [John 6:1-14 NIV] 

 

o 1
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee 

(that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 
2
and a great crowd of people followed him 

because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 
3
Then 

Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 
4
The 

Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

 
5
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said 

to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 
6
He asked 

this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

 
7
Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy 

enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

 
8
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 

9
“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how 

far will they go among so many?” 

 
10 

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that 

place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 
11

Jesus 

then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were 

seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

 
12

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the 

pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 
13

So they gathered them 

and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over 

by those who had eaten. 

 
14

After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, 

“Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 

  



 

 Parables in which God makes fruit out of something small 

 

o The Parable of the Growing Seed [Mark 4:26-29 NIV] 

  
26

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 

scatters seed on the ground. 
27

Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets 

up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
28

All by 

itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the 

full kernel in the head. 
29

As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle 

to it, because the harvest has come.” 

 

o The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast [Luke 13:18-21 NIV] 

  
18

Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall 

I compare it to? 
19

It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and 

planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds 

perched in its branches.” 

 
20

Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 
21

It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty 

pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”  

 



 

 The Vine and the Branches [John 15:1-17 NIV] 

 
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

2
He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 

prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3
You are already clean because 

of the word I have spoken to you. 
4
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. 

No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can 

you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

 
5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
6
If you do not 

remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 

branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
7
If you remain in 

me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 
8
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

 
9
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 

love. 
10

If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
11

I have told you 

this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
12

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13

Greater love 

has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14

You are my 

friends if you do what I command. 
15

I no longer call you servants, because 

a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 

friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 

to you. 
16

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 

that you might go and bear fruit —fruit that will last—and so that 

whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
17

This is my 

command: Love each other. 



 

 Sending out of apostles & disciples 

 

o Jesus Sends Out the Twelve [Mathew 10 NIV] 

 
1
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to 

drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 

 
2
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is 

called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 

his brother John; 
3
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew 

the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 
4
Simon 

the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

 
5
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do 

not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 
6
Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 

7
As you go, proclaim this 

message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
8
Heal the sick, 

raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 

Freely you have received; freely give. 

 
9
“Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your 

belts — 
10

no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, 

for the worker is worth his keep. 
11

Whatever town or village you 

enter, search there for some worthy person and stay at their house 

until you leave. 
12

As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 
13

If 

the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your 

peace return to you. 
14

If anyone will not welcome you or listen to 

your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your 

feet. 
15

Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and 

Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 

 
16

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as 

shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 
17

Be on your guard; 

you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the 

synagogues. 
18

On my account you will be brought before 

governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 
19

But 

when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say 

it. At that time you will be given what to say, 
20

for it will not be 

you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 

 
21

“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; 

children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 
22

You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who 

stands firm to the end will be saved. 
23

When you are persecuted in 



one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish 

going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

 
24

“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his 

master. 
25

It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and 

servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called 

Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! 

 
26

“So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that 

will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 
27

What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 

whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 
28

Do not be afraid 

of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 

afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29

Are 

not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to 

the ground outside your Father’s care. 
30

And even the very hairs of 

your head are all numbered. 
31

So don’t be afraid; you are worth 

more than many sparrows. 

 
32

“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also 

acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 
33

But whoever disowns 

me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 

 
34

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I 

did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35

For I have come to turn 

 

“‘a man against his father, 

    a daughter against her mother, 

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law — 
36

a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 

 
37

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than 

me is not worthy of me. 
38

Whoever does not take up their cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me. 
39

Whoever finds their life will lose 

it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. 

 
40 

“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
41

Whoever 

welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, 

and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person 

will receive a righteous person’s reward. 
42

And if anyone gives 

even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my 

disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their 

reward.” 



 

o Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two [Luke 10:1-24 NIV] 

 
1
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them 

two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was 

about to go. 
2
He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field. 
3
Go! I am sending you out like 

lambs among wolves. 
4
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and 

do not greet anyone on the road. 

 
5
“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 

6
If 

someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on 

them; if not, it will return to you. 
7
Stay there, eating and drinking 

whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not 

move around from house to house. 

 
8
“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to 

you. 
9
Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of 

God has come near to you.’ 
10

But when you enter a town and are 

not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 
11

‘Even the dust of your 

town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of 

this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 
12

I tell you, it will be 

more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

 
13

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 

miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre 

and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth 

and ashes. 
14

But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the 

judgment than for you. 
15

And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted 

to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. 

 
16

“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you 

rejects me; but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 

 
17

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the 

demons submit to us in your name.” 

 
18

He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
19

I have 

given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 

overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
20

However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 

that your names are written in heaven.” 

 
21

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I 

praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 



hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them 

to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to 

do. 

 
22

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one 

knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who 

the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him.” 

 
23

Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are 

the eyes that see what you see. 
24

For I tell you that many prophets 

and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear 

what you hear but did not hear it.” 

  


